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Borah Plan Now Futile.
President Harding; in his letter to.

Senator Lodge having made so clear 1
the government's attitude with re- J
spect to ait international economic j
conference, '.t probably 110 longer is of
serious cor»-?ern to the administration j
whether tlif Borah amendment to the j
Navy bill shall be adopted or rejected.
The proposil has been stripped of its
poteney greatly to embarrass the
President or place him ill a false position.Further pressing of the amendmentnow can only embarrass the
I'nited States Senate and place it in a

false position. I
Senator Borah lias publicly stated j

that he does not expect his amend j
nicnt to be adopted, and the President 1

having made it plain that lie .will not

be guided by it. the questions naturallyarise: Why not let the matter drop?
What useful purpose is to be served
now by pressing it to a vote? Even if

the amendment should l>t* adopted, it

would be a case merely of the Senate

indulging in a gesture known in advanceto be futile. If it should be de'feated. the Senate would be placed in
the false position of refusing to sanctiona well intentioned proposal tu

help Europe out of its difficulties.
The Senate is not opposed to an in- j

A^»o#!An<.1 mnnii, r».in f»>rpn< »» not' I
is the administration. Both would be I
glad to have this country participate j
in such a conference at a time and
under circumstances which gave

promise that something really helpful
would result. Opposition to the Borah

proposal, both in the Senate and at

the White House, is not based upon I
opposition to a conference but upon J
the untimeiiness of the proposal and
its lack of real helpfulness. The Presidenthaving made plain his stand, it

goes without saying that adoption of
the amendment would accomplish no

good purpose, so it is difficult tor understandwhy any one whose intentionsare good and whose desire is to

halp should press further to have it

adopted.
Tt would seem that the time ot tne

Senate might better be employed in consideringthe two ways in which the
President has suggested Congress can

help the executive branch in. its negotiationsfor European settlements. One
of these ways is to authorize Americanrepresentation on the reparations
commission and the other is to removesome of tli# hampering restrictionsin the act creating the debtfundingcommission. The restrictions!
he thinks should be removed are those
fixing a minimum interest rate of 4V«
per cent and a maximum payment
period of twenty five years. He does
not suggest, and probably would not

desire, removal /if the restriction
against cancellation 01 any pan on tut-

indebtedness, and with that restriction |
retained it is likely that the American
people would he quite willing to give J
the commission some latitude for)
negotiations as to interest and prin- j
cipal payments. j

Kvolution commands respect as one

form of popular discussion which no-!
body asks an overburdened Congress {
to settle.

1 «

In turning over a new leaf in his
international policies Senator Korah
was a \v«'ck or s«» ahead of the 1st of
January.

fiermanv insists that she will have i
to make repairs before being: in shape J
to make reparations. j

mmm »

A Public Building Program.
A comprehensive public building

program has been outlined in the annualreport of the commission charged
with the matter of providing suitable
anc' sufficient accommodations for the
transactions of the government's business.As a beginning the commission
urges the immediate construction of
five buildings in this city, three to be j
placed upon the "five-square site" at
*1 > ,.f \full.ti.-aniici
HIP wcairi II rnu vt. «uc »V ..UL

triangle fronting on the Ellipse south
of the White House, an archives buildingupon a site already selected at

12tlf street and Ohio avenue and an

cfliee for the controller of the currencyto be placed at 20th and I>
streets, on land recently acquired. j

Sites for all five of these buildings
are now in possession of the government.so that there need be no delay
in the matter of selecting and securingemplacements. The total cost of
the program as outlined by the commissionis estimated at between $25.OOO.OOOa;»l $30,000,000. Congress will
doubtless be asked at this session to
make a beginning upon the constructionby appropriating for the initial
costs of all five of the structures.
The western squares of the MaliAvenuetriangle have been owned by j

the government for a number of years. [
having been acquired by oondemna-1
tion and held under tenancy ever

since. At the time this purchase was

made it was contemplated that three
departmental buildings would be
placed there. But it was discovered
that suitable constructions could not
be had upon the space for three buildings,and suggestion was made that
cne of them should be located upon
the Mali, to the south. Against this

~ plan objections were strenuously advanced,ao that it waa dropped. Now

A

it is proposed to revert to the threebuildingscheme, and the initial objectionmay be again raised that the
space is not adequate to afford room

for that number of structures, with
adequate space for possible future enlargements.
This objection, however, should not

He permitted to uelay authorization of
the construction program. The governmentneeds these buildings urgently.It is paying heavily in rents for
privately owned quarters that are not
adequate ill size or accommodations,
are not so located as to promote departmentalefficiency and do not solve
the government's building problem.
With the addition of four working
buildings and a structure for the
storage of archives a great advance
will be made toward the attainment
of the satisfactory outfit for the publiceservice that has been so long
lacking.
True economy demands immediate

beginning upon such a program. The
proposed expenditure will be spread
over a number of years, and the sum

now i»aid in rentals annually will go
far toward meeting the cost. However
stringent may be the Treasury conditionsat present, it would he bad businessto delay this work on the score

of expense. For the cost of the constructionswill be no less later, hut it
is likely to he greater. The Treasury
will he in straits for a number of years
to come. Already enough has been paid
out in rents since the government acquiredthe five-square site to have
IKiid for at least one of the proposed
buildings, and if the same plea of
economy is permitted to operate now

to cause further delay there is no

prospect of any action. Meanwhile the
government service is handicapped by
cramped and unsuitable quarters, to

say nothing of the loss of dignity in

conducting the public business in
rented and unsuitable structures.

Woodrow Wilson, Historian.
A New Haven. Conn., dispatch says:
While friends of Woodrow Wilson

were greeting him today in Washington011 his sixty-sixth birthday as a
'"maker of history.'* his colleagues of
the American Historical Association,
in session here, remembered him as a
"teacher of history" and elected him
first vice president of the association.
Notice of his election was sent him
with greetings from the historians.
Mr. Wilson ha* likewise been n

writer of history, and as such holds a

distinguished place among American
historians.

Until recently there was a hope that
Mr. Wilson would soon publish somethingon the subject of the war. Amer-
ita a |»i l in ii. *tnvi ma unci uuu v»t

that part. Kay Stannard Baker's book,
though prepared in consultation with
Mr. Wilson and with all the Wilson
papers at the author"s c ommand, did
not satisfy the desire felt. It was discursiveand too documentary. Besides,
it lacked the charm of Mr. Wilson's
literary style.
But if. as is generally supposed. Mr.

Wilson is going in for politics again,
and likely to undertake the shaping
of his party's course in 1924 and the
naming of its candidate for President,
he will have his hands full for at least
two years. The historian will have to

give way for the politician, for politics,like the law. is a jealous mistress.
In time, however, Mr. Wilson ought

to meet this popular wish and expectation.His health is improved, his coinfortprovided for. an audience of
world-wide proportions is his to cornmandnnrl nriM nv ninrfi volumes from
hinron a subject of so much general
interest and importance would meet

with a reception which would be both
remunerative in a financial way and

gratifying in a literary way.

The Speakership.
There is no talk of restoring to the

speakership of the House the power
that formerly inhered in the office. Mr.
Gillett seems assured of another term,

but only .as the presiding officer. He
will have no voice in the committee
assignments, or in the shaping of
legislation.
He is a fair man in his judgments,

and thoroughly competent as a legis'" o"Tl>»« \(oceaoliiicnitu alio.

trict has banked on him Cor many |
years, lie has represented it in the j
House ever since and including the

Fifty-third Congress, and as Speaker, i
fully panoplied, so to say. would give
an excellent account of himself. "

The majority in the next Mouse will
he small.of a size requiring careful j
handling in order to secure front it j
not only good results for the country I
hut legitimate (tarty results. Author-1
ity well concentrated and well exercisedwould justify itself in every way.

It is strange about Mr. Cannon. Indeed.the joke seems to be on his
enemies. They dubbed him the "czar."
blacklisted him. fought him year after
year, and finally triumphed over him.
And yet here he is. nearing the selfappointedclose of his long legislative

service, the most popular man on

Capitol Hill, trusted and respected by
men of both parties for his fairness
and patriotism, as clean, personally
and politically, as a hound's tooth, and
his coming retirement regretted by
the whole country.

The careful motorist is easy to
catch when he makes a blunder, while
the reckless driver often effects a getaway.

It becomes more and more evident
that laws aganist weapon carrying
are not easy of enforcement.

The Bridge Approach.
A difference of opinion has arisen

regarding the proper plan for the arrangementof the M street entrance to
the new bridge at Georgetown, the
"Key bridge." The plan officially
adopted at the District building,
known as Plan A. has been approved
on the ground that it is most economical.that it is good from the standpointof appearance, and that it gives
adequate accommodations for traffic.
The committee on bridges of the
RarH of Trade indorses an alterna-
tive plan, known as Plan D. which |
provides for a small park in front of
the bridge with a fifty.foot road encirclingIt, this arrangement, it is believed.providing more adequately for
the traffic in addition to presenting a

more attractive appearance.
Inasmuch as Plan A hasbeenofficially-adoptedit will probably be put

into execution despite objections. It
doea not, however, follow that it will
stand permanently* Futvra changes

are possible, and therefore the discussionof the matter is by no means
disadvantageous, but, on the contrary,
may promote a more suitable arrangementhereafter.

Considerations of economy should
not govern altogether in such a matter.It is certain that the traffic over
the new bridge will grow. It is also
assured that Improvements will developin Georgetown as a result of the
provision of this adequate viaduct and
the correction of bad conditions.
Ample space should therefore be affordedat the bridge entrance, and the
Question of moment now Is whether
this can be most economically done at

present or hereafter.
A bridge entrance should be kept

free from congestion with a minimum
of risk to life and limb. It should be
possible to clear the bridge of traffic
at any time by providing an adequate
approach. Inasmuch as the new

bridge will carry a street railway tho
problem is to permit its use by the
cars without choking the approach.
Street railway construction is expensive.and while Plan D involves additionaltracks, it may be desirable to
call for them now rather than later.
The new bridge is a distinct additionto Washington in point of de-

sign and also as a public convenience.
It should he given approaches that
conform in appearance and in degree
of utility with the- structure itself.

Unfortunate Dog.
A recent news story in The Star

probably did an injustice. It was

headed "Watchdog Lets Thief Get
$4,465." It related that a shopkeeper
left his watchdog on guard and a

thief entered the house, tied up the
dog in the cellar and looted the place.
A dishonest dog is very rate. Probablythere never was a dog faithless

to his master or recreant to his trust
when he thoroughly knew what was

expected of him. The poorest dog
never has been bribed by the brightest
bone to betray his home and go back
on his master. There is a chance that
the dug in this case was deceived by
some one who spoke flattering words
to him and represented himself to be
a friend of the family. If that dog
could be understood he would furnish
the police a more valuable clew than
they usually get. but it is probable
that what the dog has to say about
this case will never l>e accurately
translated. Man's understanding of
the language of dogs has not progressedfar. He understands when
Rolln. Kido. Gypsy or Spunk says
"Let us go for a walk.'' "Let me in the
house." "I would thank you for my
supper" or "I'll aiso take a bite of
that which you are eating" and a few
other phrases in dogese. but when
this poor dog seeks to explain the robberythere will be none to interpret his
tale.

If if tMirntlrl ]»*> nrnvpil that this doer

is really dishonest or faithless to his
trust it would be another bit of evidenceto what a low state of morals
the world* has fallen. There is probablysome mistake or misrepresentationabout the matter. A dog may be
a yellow dog in his complexion, but
he is always true blue to his master.

The liberality with which America
pays to see Russian dancers may have
caused an impression in the minds of
soviet financiers that United States
coin may be collected on almost any

pretext.

A few European financiers see no

reason why Uncle Sam should not

straighten out foreign affairs at his
own expense, and.- incidentally, at the
risk of creating historic resentments.

Clemeneeau says lie is not coming
to America and is not going to have
any more photographs. Retirement,
for a European statesman, could
scarcely lie more thorough.

Reports that O. Bergdoll. the famousslacker, is coming back to Americadisguised as a sailor inspired hope
that he shipped with a captain who
believes in "treating them rough."

SHOOTING STARS.

I1Y PHILANDER JOHNSON.

The North Wind.
Had a littl«? party where the Christmaslights were glowin".
South Wind an' West Wind an' Kast

Wind floated in.
North Wind wasn't notified. We didn't

like his blowin'.
His manners are much worse than

those of any of his kin.

But 'long come North Wind a-roarin"
,'crost the rafter.

Louder than the music where the
children sing an' shout.

We said. "You might explain exactly
what it is you're after."

Said he. "You give a party an* you
went an' left me out."

He whispered through the keyhole an'
he hollered through the transom.

We didn't let him interrupt the
feasting an' the dance.

For there never was a party so goodnaturedor so han-some.
Some North Wind wouldn' spoil it if

you let him have the chance.

Novelty Required.
"I understand you are in favor of

some new form of taxation."
"Yes." replied Senator Sorghum.

"Thinking up new forms of taxation
is one of a statesman's first duties.
The public gets tired of any tax after
they get fairly well acquainted with
it."

Jud Tunkins says there's no use

wishing a man a happy New Tear if
he insists on going to a rough party
the night before.

Intangible Bat Expensive. '

Dante Fashion, learned folks insist.
Like Santa Claus. does.not exist.
It needs some cash to reckon with
'Most'any kind of ancient myth.

(
Modernized.

"You no longer have any trouble
with horse thieves in Crimson Gulch."
"No,"' replied Cactus Joe. "The

horse thieves has all gotten demoralizedand are stealin' flivvers."

"Tain* much use turnin' over a new

teaf," said Uncle Eben, "if you's jes
gineter writ* da same old story on da
part gagaf.

v *A

THE WAYS 01
BY WILLIAM I

Speaking of bathtubs, as every one
is nowadays when house-hunting, did
it ever occur to you that in grandfather'sday there wasn't a house in
the city of Washington that had a
tub?
Sixty years ago less than a dozen

Washington residences were equipped
with stationary bathtubs. Bathing
then was discouraged. Boston had a

law against bathing in the winter. In
Philadelphia, any one taking a bath
between November and April was

BUDjeci to a nne.

Bathing- and night air -were consideredhurtful. Doctors warned against
both.
One of the first stationary bathtubs

installed in the United States was put
in the White House about sixty years
ago. Thereafter, it rapidly became a

mark of refinement, culture and educationto take a bath every Saturday
night.
The President set the fashion and

it spread throughout the country.
Now. nearly everybody.but that's
another story.
And today, when you want to see

the largest bathtub in the city, you'll
have to go to the White House. For
there is installed the granddaddy of

all bathtubs.

rue v\ nue nous*? uaimuu v»a» installedabout fourteen years ago. soon

after Mr. Taft became President. The
reason for putting in the tub was

I perfectly simple: The one which had

served President Roosevelt wae too

small for Mr. Taft.
So the Roosevelt bathtub was

ripped out and the Taft bathtub took
its place. It was a whale of a tub.

j Mr. Taft was then of much more

ample proportions than now.he has

jreduced his weight about seventy
; pounds. I believe.and the tub which
he wanted had to be made to order,

j It was so big that the biggest Presij
dent we ever had could almost swim

j in it. It made any ordinary bathtub
shrink by comparison,

j When Mr. Taft's term ended, the
(bathtub he installed remained. Mr.

j Wilson liked its great dimensions.

| Mr. Wilson also liked to have the
msmliArc .-»f hi« cabinet. use the White
House tennis courts. The President

j himself didn't play, hut some of the
.cabinet did. Anions? them were

Messrs. McAdoo and Baker,
Those who have met Newton Baker

J will recall that he is quite slight in
build and of less than average height,

j In physical stature he was the smallestmember of the Wilson cabinet,
It used to be Mr. Baker's custom to

use the Taf't bathtub after a few

j strenuous sets on the White House

j tennis courts. Mrs Baker heard of

this, and visualizing her dimunitive
! husband fn the mammoth bathtub.

| told him one day:
"Gracious, Newt, fill it well before

yon dive."

EDITORS
i
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JWarm Indorsement of Flan for New
Canadian Uinister.

j Renewal of the agitation in Canadafor the appointment of a speIcialDominion minister to look after
the affairs of our "sister to the

|north" at Washington has attracted
j attention anew to that subject here

;in the United States. The latest plan
|would provide that this diplomatic
representative shall hold the rank of
minister and would be 'ranked" at

j the British embassy, on 16th street

in Washington, only by the British
ambassador himself. In the absence
of the latter Canada's representative

j would act as charge d'affaires, but

|as a regular proposition he would
Attend strictly to the matters which

were of direct interest only to Canadaherself. There are many such
matters, some more or less pressing
for solution. Because of this the
newspapers seem to look kindly on

the plan and the hope is expressed
that it will soon become effective.
"The idea." according to the New

v""'' Tfihnnn ,i«a nnnnhr in this
country, and there is general hope
[that a minister will be appointed. Jf

J the matter should be permitted to

'drop Americans would regret that

!this opportunity further to cement
the relations between the two great
Knglish-speaking nations of America

I had been lost." Incidentally, as the
{Brooklyn Kagle sees it. Britain has
I an advantage "unhampered by a

{written constitution, so she "may try
jail sorts of experiments freely and
{recede from them just as freely. Her
forms are elastic'." Should other
idominions of the British empire fol
low suit, the Lynchburg News points
{out that "it is;easy to apprehend that
British diplomatic representation at

i the American capital.and, indeed, at
the .capitals of other countries.may
become so many-headed as to breed
iconfusion and. perhaps, 110 little friction."It is the opinion of the Albany
News, however, that "certainly two
countries, such close neighbors, with
so much in common, should be representedat each other's capital. It
is a good step forward."
Warm approval of the plan comes

from the Winnipeg Tribune, which,
on the ground, sees the immediate
necessity of this action. The British
ambassador, it says, has all he can

do to look after the affairs of the
central government. "Canadian affairsin Washington can only he
properly looked after by a Canadian
minister, with a Canadian staff,
housed in a Canadian building, whose
doors will swing open to the humblest
Canadian having difficulties and
troubles in or with the United States
.a staff familiar with Canadian conditionsand customs, with that knowledgeof United States mentality and
methods whicfi is part of the equipmentof every Canadian business
man. in constant touch with Canadian
[.headquarters in Ottawa and liable to
fcensure or dismissal if they fall
down upon the job. All this Canada
is about to do for herself. It should
have been done twenty-five years
ago."
Granting this right to the Dominion.says the Buffalo News, is "recognitionthat Canada has attained

national stature. The people of the
United States will welcome Canada's
representative at Washington as a

meant of further strengthening the
bonds of friendship with their bordernfighbors." The Utica Press
voices a doubt that "in view of the
opposition to reciprocity of the great

1.w....i v«f,,Anu aA the United
ilKnvuiLuiMi >vn.»..v

States any Canadian hdpe that the
Dominion's own diplomatic agent
could do more to advance the matter
than the British ambassador will be
certain of disappointment." It is the
.'opinion of the Springfield News that

|«he two countries "have been driftingaway from each other of late. A

(Canadian diplomatic representative
I at the American capital, beyond
doubt, will be able to accomplish a

| vast amount of good by way of
straightening out misunderstandings
which exist at present." It should
also be remembered, the Paterson
Preas-Guardlan says, that "Canada
already has a high commissioner in
both Paris and London. The experimentwill be watched with great interest.especially In Australia and
the South African Union, where similarambitions are .reported to be
taking form." The approval In Canada-otthe plan, the Des Molaae Reg*

J WASHINGTON
1CKETT HELM.

When Mr. Baker was Secretary of
War Mrs. Baker was one of the leadersIn War Camp Community Service.
The service was supported by private
contributions and Mrs. Baker very
much desired to have a collection
taken up among the employes of the
department. But her husband refused.
"They are too busy, for one thine."

he 6aid, "and I don't want to start a

precedent, for another."
Mrs. Baker sent for Frank Jones,

one of the stalwarts in the organization.Mr. Jones came down from New
Tork to help her. He pleaded and
begged, but Mr. Baker still refused.
"AH right. Mr. Jones," she said when

he reported. "Mr. Baker is a very
determined man. Cut 1 think I can

handle him. Suppose you leave jt to
me for a time, but keep yourself in
readiness to come back in, say, about
two weeks."
"How will you accomplish it?" Jones

asked.
"Well," she said, "I'll wait till some

night. when there is a lull in
his work. Then I'll fix him up the
finest dinner h^ ever had.
"He likes three or four dishes better

than any other*. I'll see that he has
them.all he wants of each. Then,
after dinner, he'll !>e happy. V m'll
be with us. of course, and after'dinnerwe'll take him into the library
and get his permission."
Simple, wasn't it'.' Less charming

wives have played tnat trump end
won. with far less distinguished husbands.I'm told that it's quite a way
some wives have of winning their point.

Jones went back to New York, and,
true to intent. -Mrs. faker bided her
time and kept her counsel. One day
as Jones was about to go out to lunch
his telephone rang. Mrs. Baker was

at the other end of the wire.
"Get on a train right away." she directed,"and come down to Washington.Get the tirst train possible. I'm

going to convert Mr. Baker tonight."
Jones dropped every tiling and hur-*

ried to Washington. He arrived at

J the Baker home just in time for din|ner.
It was a wonderful inc.u. air. ti»r.er

had three helpings of -die o! his favoritedishes and two of the- others.
He was in inood almost angelic. Mrs.
Baker was delighted.
In the course of much time the dinnerended. The secretary, lighting a

cigar and leading the way to the ibrary,turned to his wife.
"My dear," he sa! l. "I don t believe

I have ever enjoyed a meal more.

The dinner was perfect."
Mrs. Baker, still delehted. murmuredan appropriate reply.

} "But in all fairness." ontim.ed the
Secretary, as he deposited himself in

his favorite chair, "I think I ougnt
to tell you now that I have made up

my mind thoroughly not to allow any
collection to he taken up in ill* War

Department."

X DIGEST
ister points oui. shows "liow definitelythe nationhood idea has taken
hold in Canada and how perma,nently."

Creation of the new office, the
Manchester leader feels, is a "long

.'step in furthering. to an even greater
j degree, the mutually happy relations
! that have existed between the two

j great countries of North America for
J more than a century." Through all
j of this stretch of time, the Seattle
Times points out. "the relations bejtween Canadians and Americans have
been almost as intimate as if they

j were under one government. The
boundary line stretches from ocean
to ocean with no forts or military
barriers. Financial, industrial and
commercial establishments of both

' countries have branches on both sides
j of the border. There appears to be
! abundant reasons why t'anada and
the States should settle all

! local questions on the spot." And. in
the view of the Watertown Standard

I "the centralists who support the
j doctrine of exclusive power in the
President to -recognize a new and

j independent state will hardly contend
that the reception of a Canadian ambassadoris a recognition of the independenceof Canada."

The Radio in the Hospital.
The rehabilitated service men of

I this city planned a novel Christmas
gift for their sick buddies. Each
hospital-fast veteran was provided
with a receiving- set. He may be
confined to a bed or to a chair, lie
may be blind or broken in limb, but
the world, in speech and song, will
be brought to him. Instruction and
amusement will come flooding in to
him from the best artists and enjtertainers all over the country.

I A hospital experience today is not
the sad and even tragic affair it once
was. The convalescent soon learns
there are helpers awaiting him.
What friendly circle does not show

to its best advantage around its disabledmembers? For them the elbow
of competition turns into the friendly
hand of co-operation. Among the
new compensations to the thorn-bearersis now to be placed the radio.
Like a friendly wizard this will
abolish the isolation of the sickroom
and attune the patients to the affairs
of the great world..Minneapolis
Journal.

The Close of an Era.
"They are buckling them in Boston.'*Bike the shot fired nearbywhich was heard round the'world, the

tidings that they are buckling them.
flashed by wire and wireless, reach

. to the remotest parts. We may rejjoice at the message or be saddened,
j at any rate, it means the passing of
an era.

| Overshoes, of course. The fashion
I of wearing them unbuckled is saidJ to 'have originated in Boston, butI other cities may claim this distinction.I It marked the flapper come radiantlyto full bloom. She was alreadyvaguely identified with her funny shorthair and her abbreviated skirt, but
we did not know what her name wasuntil the touch of the unbuckledgalosh was added. On the instanteverybody spontaneously cried:"That's it.flapper!"
Of a sudden she is gone, or is goingas fast as the word gets about thatthey are buckling them in Boston.We need not ask what hit her. Achange for the sake of a change is

a sufficient explanation..ProvidenceJournal.

t Perhaps Europe is after the recordj for a non-stop fight..Hartford Times.
We suppose Maj. Irvin Cobb's commandis of the Knglish language..Lattle Rock Arkansas Gazette.
Holiday: Tlie day on which a mandoes al) the little odd jobs his wife: has saved up for him..RochesterTimes Union.

When the frost is on the asphaltland the driver's in the ditch..PittsburghSun.

The bloom of youth is charming,unless it blooms a little higher inone cheek than in the other..MemphisNews-Scimitar.
Alcohol was distilled first in Arabia,

so maybe that Is why those Arabiannights were so wonderful..Allan
townChronicle and Now*

: .<;- u - i '

The Anacostia Park.
Early History of Important Civic

Development.
The parking of the Anacostia Hats

goes on but slowly, yet the completionof the undertaking can be foreseen.It may be said that Potomac
Park was not made In a day or in a
generation. To many persons the necessityof converting the Anacostia
river Into a park was regrettable. It
was a river of width, depth and
shoreline beauty; and rivers are few.
while land available for park uses Is
common In the District and the
Maryland counties of Prince Georges
and Montgomery. But the erosion of
the hills and sandy shore lands, the
short-sight of man In making sewers
of rivers, the dredging of the navy
yard channel and the dumping of the
dredged mud In the shallows of the
Anacostia made Its "reclamation." or
tilling in, unavoidable. Due to the
progress of the reclamation worn,
tljat part oi the District has been
much changed, and a fair park, with
a broad, deep strip of water on its
northern side and a number of clear
lakes, will be a vast improvement.
The beginning of agitation for fillingin "the flats" goes further back

in our history than many persons
know. Surveys of various parts of
the Potomac from Georgetown to the
mouth of the Eastern branch, and of
the Eastern branch, or the Anacostia,
from its mouth to the Navy Yard
bridge, were made in 1837 by Dieut.
Ewing of the Navy, and in 1857 by
R. W. Burgess, civil engineer, and
("apt. I. C. Woodruff, corps of topographicalengineers. Surveys were
also made in 1862 by Carlile Pattersonof the coast survey, in 1867 by
Charles Kendall of the coast survey,
and in 1871 by J. E. Weyss and <*.
Thompson, acting under Maj. W. P.
Craighill. Corps of Engineers, L". S. A.
I'nder an act of Congress, approved
March 5. 1S72. a board of survey was
created to devise a plan for the improvementof Washington harbor and
the reclamation of the flats, and.
...HI 1. ».!..

| miiivuft" lino uuatu lumniivu

j mainly with the matter of the Potojmacflats, it gave consideration to the
j reelamataion of the Anacostia flats.

In 1878 the committee of one hundred.a body of citizens playing a

great role in District affairs, sent a

memorial to Congress setting forth
that "the marshes which skirt the
entire front of our city are the
growth of years of neglect of the
commercial and sanitary interests ot
the National Capital, and the remedy
is to be found only in a judicious
plan for harbor improvement by
which the health and commerce of
the city will be alike promoted."
On December 19, 1S79, President

Hayes sent tp Congress a message
accompanying and approving a bill
submitted by the Commissioners or
the District "for the reclamation of
trie marshes in tne naroors or me

cities of Washington and Georgetown
and for other purposes." The bilJ
embraced a plan for the reclamation
of the marshes of the Potomac river
and the Eastern branch within the
limits of Washington city.
On September 19. 1890. $20,000 of

the appropriation for the improvementof th«* Washington harbor was

made available for the work ot

dredging the Anaeostia. and in 1891
«!ol. Hains reported that "a contract
has been made for improving the
Anaeostia river from the navy yard
to Giesborough Point." Since then
the work lias gone forward as money
has become available, but there have
been many interruptions and some ot
them of considerable duration.

jSeet" "Narrow-Minded'"
Criticism of Arbuckle

J To il)<» Kditor of The Slur:

J I should like to voice a tnosf emjphaticprotest against the picayune
decision reached, in such a high-flown

j virtuous manner, by certain "fedorajtion"and "club" women relative to tIte
reappearance of Mr. Arbuckle. .The

(assertion is made by one of these inidignantorganizations that no cm#"

j man has the right to say whether
ltVi«k />AnioW;<in chull h** illlriVVPrl to re-

i '.urn to the screen or not. 7 should
1 like to he informed, if possible, who

jconceded this right to a bunch of
narrow-minded women. Personally.

i do not care for Mr. Arbuckle's partic!ular stylo of acting, but he was le!gaily and morally cleared of a false aeicusationand l:e should most certainly
be given a fighting chance to make

.good, ami I feel sure that the gr« a*
majority of right-minded men and

j women will heartily applaud Mr
I' Hays' generous decision in the premises.Perhaps the following beautiful
lines by Edward A. 'Juest may help tc
soften the outraged hearts of these"
presumably faultless women:

when Tor get to know a fellow.
! When you per to know h fellow, know hi«

joys and know his .-ares.

!'When you've come to understand him and th«
burdens that he bears,

When you've learned the fight he's making
and tlie troubles in his way.

Then you find that he is different than yoi"
thought him yesterday.

You fnd his faults are trivial and there's nol
so miii'li to blame,

t »i,a Hrr.ti.nr tlmt von jeered at when vol

j only know his name.

iYon ar»' quirk to see the blemish in the dis
tant neighbor's *tyle,

You ran point to all his errors and may snoot

j at him the while.
'And your prejudices fatten and jour hates mort

rioler.t grow,
As yo" tn'k shout the failures of the men

you do not know.
j Put w n't tie loser and your bandt

and sloMtldors touch.
You find the hails you hated really Uon'i

amount to much.
When you get to know a fellow, 1»uot\ hi;

every imo-kI and whim.
1 You begin to find I tie texture of the splpndu;
, side of him
j You begin to understand him and you cease U

J scoff and sneer.
5 For witii understanding always prejudices disappear.
You beg n t«> find his virtue* and his fault!

} you cease to tell.
j For you seldom hate a fellow when you know
j him very well.

AXXE HATTIE <TELEX.

| Hopeful Signs Seeu
Toward World Peace

To the Editor of The Star:
Two significant signs of the times

have recently appeared in the press:
One, in the Boston Transcript. December28. that in Germany there is
no demand for tin generals and theii
cohorts of tin soldiers, as in the

J Christmas seasons l'or decades: for
j the withering popgun fire of armies
of small boys: nor for stately fleets

| of tin and cardboard battleships tc
j maneuver on bosoms of bathtubs and
pools in teaching war and military
spirit. AM manufacture has been
stopped and. whether or not the big
nations have disarmed, the toy armajmerits of the world have gone, and
in place of toy soldiers and battleships.the demand of German}' is foi
rosy-cheeked" dolls with flaxen curls
toy steam engines, electrical toys and
construction sets, in the rapidly
changing habits. The other, in The
Washington Star. from far-away
Tokio, this 25th of December, oi
Sweeping reforms effected in the
school histories of Japan, in which,
it appears, all militaristic ideas have
been eliminated and lessokis introducedto teach children a friendlj
understanding of foreign lands. Ir
the slogan of the Rev. Jaspar: "The
sun do move." And may it never stop
In the meantime, however, let us noi
forget the warning of great Washington:"In time of peace prepare
for war." We should have the greatestNavy in the world and an Arm}
of 300.000.

f wrmrcw Jordan greev

Asks Ruling on Trucks
To the Editor of The Stir:

In considering the promulgation ol
i new traffic rules and regulations thi
| Cohimissioners would do well to adopi
some rule governing the parking ol
trucks for loading and unloading pur
poses. As at present, where mer
chants are permitted to park a fieei
of trucks bacXed up against the curt
and extending across the street foi
more than half the width of the street
it very seriously affects the moveineni
of traffic. This is especially true II
merchants on both aides of tin
streets thus obstruct the movemen
of passing vehicles. It often result:
In a complete tie-up of traffic on cer<
tain streita.

i. X.BOI1UN,

y

r,\*
'

CAPITAL ]
BY PAVL V

The chief of the Boy Scouts of
America, James E. West, protests
that it ia not fair for the government
to spend $6,000,000 on taking care

of the pigs of the country and only
half a million on the boys and' girls.
He should remember that "pigs is

pigs'" and soon become fat enough
to kill, while boys and girls develop
only into men and women and run for
the presidency or for Congress. And
so why expect the government to investas much in one as the other
animal ?

* * * *

The Constitution gives to Congress
me jiuwei iu rtrguiaio wiuiuviw

foreign nations and between the
states. Hitherto Congress has ignoredits obligation to maintain free the
roads connecting the various states
so that an automobile licensed in one]
state should be privileged to enter

all other states. The principle involvedis illustrated in the provision
that the decisions bf the courts ol

any one state must be recognized in

all other states. *

Jt is now proposed in Congress that
fedt-ral aid for road construction

] shall be withheld from all states;

which refuse to enter into reciprocity
» with all other states in giving inter-)
state recognition to automobile
licenses. j

It was intended to attach such a

clause onto the agricultural appro-
priation bill in the House, but in the
parliamentary confusion of the. committeeof the whole House the bill
was rushed through without that provision.It will probably be inserted
in the Senate. The bill provides $29.000.000for aid to the states In road
building. Some members question
whether Maryland would grant reciprocityeven if it lost federal aid for;
road construction, since what it now
collects from "foreign" tag licenses
exceeds the federal apportionment fori
road construction. On the other
band, other members, knowing that)
the whole matter of interstate traffic
rests exclusively in Congress, ques-
tion the legal power of any state to
make any laws which interfere with
crossing state lines, by automobile
or otherwise, and there are threats
of testing the Maryland law in the
courts. Washingtonians would welcomeMaryland into the Union.

* # * *

Uncle Sain will give every man.!
| woman and child in America a Christ-'
mas present worth $10 if the Town-!

j send bill passes Congress, distrib-
luting more than a billion dollars';

j worth of left-over war material to:

the several states on the basis off
{population. This war material con-j
j gists largely in road scrapers, army

I trucks, rolling kitchens and other

means of carrying on war aside from

guns and explosives. All the prop
erty will go to the several states,

j not to individuals: but the benefit

j amounts to tbe same thing, since it
will save taxes and help build roads.

J To hold the valuable machinery' *n
idleness while 1; is constantly deterioratingwould be the height of
folly and extravagance.

* * * *

A committee of the House is giving"hearings" on a bill presented by

j Representative Ooldsborough. but

I backed by the well known economist.

j Dr. Irving Fisher of Yale University.
The bill proposes to make the amount

J of gold in a "dollar" fluctuate ac11cording to the warying buying power

j of gold, expressed from time to time

'jiii the "index value of certain stand.I ard commodities."
| The proposition has some of the deIbatable elements of the old Bryan
I campaign contention, to wit: That

: the price of commodities is not high.
! j but that the buying power of gold

is lower than it is normally. Therej
fore to increase the buying power of

.'the gold dollar it is proposed to put
more of that cheapened stuff.gold

} into tin- dollar. Then when food and
j other commodities fall in price, so
that a heavy gold dollar buys too

! much thereof, call in that dollar, melt
it up and put out lighter gold dol
lars. In actual practice it is not

; intended to circulate real gold dollarsat all. but only certificates to

represent so many pennyweights of

gold, subject to call at any time.
It will take a five-foot shelf of

books to discuss the intricacies of
the difference between letting the
fluctuating of values be measured bv

Denied Joy of E
! Maine Youth C

'!
i i

sj 1 "X blUl'KE by a wise old statcsi|l^r mm to a grandson just out

! I \ of college who proposed to

'i go touring in Europe and

'who was "panhandling" his relatives

i j for the necessary funds stung Walilace H. White, jr.,
i of Lewiston. Me.,

!otwhhm into realization
that he had come

to man's

V anc* niust do a

man's work In the
world. That was

H what brought him
to Washington as

secretary to
late and famous
Senator Frye,

M later as secretary
io the President
of the Senate, and
now a member of
Congress. taking
active part in iraREP.WHITE. portant legisla,j tion.

j During his senior year in Bowdoin
' College young White got the notion

into his head that he wanted to go
abroad the summer following his

graduation, in company with a close

personal friend, then at Yale, and who
' was to be manager of the Yale and

[ Harvard track teams going abroad to

compete against Oxford and Cam'bridge. This friend was Jesse D.

Dana, who lately died in St. Louis, and
who was a close personal friend of

Representative Hawes of Missouri.

White realized full well that he had
no money of his own. but nonchalantlyundertook to solicit contributionsfrom all his relatives, near and
remote. "T looked for my grandfather.Senator Fry®. to come through
with a substantial contribution,"
Representative White recalls, "but

f | when I wrote nun. ne replied noi
' with a contribution, but with a sharp

| suggestion that a young man just
graduating from college ought to be

ambitious to get to work and make
1 his way In the world, instead of galli'canting abroad."

Hurt, but aroused by this reply.
[ Wallace White gave up the trip and
> canceled his reservations. Then, a

1 few days later. Senator Frye again
' wrote to his grandson, inclosing a

generous check. but the trip had
bsea definitely abandoned. When

J

. t

KEYNOTES
COLLINS.

a fixed weight of gold or trying <<>
make the gold elastic to keep pace
with the market quotations 01.
onions and salt, cabbages and kings.
The Einstein theory of relativity will
perhaps be useful in making an
things simple when the debaters get
at the true inwardness of elastic
yardsticks as compared with gutta
percha or brass. Under the new
basis we may no longer read thai
wheat closed on the Minneapolis
market at $2,071*. but rather that
wheat remained wheat."as good a a

gold".and that the gold dollar sold
yesterday was sold for twenty-seven
pounds of wheat. No. 1 northern, ant
that United States bonds of $100 par
commanded so many more pennyweightsof depreciated gold than they
did last week. I
This is not an editorial discussion

of "Looking Backward" nor the precessionof the equinoxes; it is Just
a tip against hiding gold dollars in
socks.

* * * *

It is certainly a new part of tn*

Washington policeman's duty when *

he is ordered to And a hiding girl
who objects to marrying a man pickedout for her by her parents and.
after finding her, to keep her hiding
place secret from the parents. Syin
pathy of the people goes out to the '

girl, however.Chinese, but American
trained.who objects to being forced
to mairv. without love, a Chinamat

at the behest of her father, according
to Chinese custom. She has lived
long enough in America to imbib*

| Buuie «jj iiitr spun ui

an American girl. and. as the Is over
#

eighteen years of age. even the polio*
have no right to force her to return
to a parental home where she J*

threatened with marital coercion.

The only question in the relation or

the police to the case seems to be as

to why they should find her hiding
place There is no intimation that
she has violated any law nor that she
ha.: been kidnaped nor has suicide.:. *

She sends word that when the pestiferouswould-be groom leaves Washingtonshe will return. Why not call
out the Boy Scouts to protect her'.'

* * * *

Herbert Hoover, jr.. has an amateur
radio set with which he is able i«»

talk from Washington to Switzerland
It is possible that the next we sha
hear is that dad is going to Hooveriz*
Swiss cheese by filling up all itshokandstandardize cuckoo clocks so

they will all speak American.
# * * *

Management of Washington street,

car systems regret to note that in the
last nine months the number of fares
collected has fallen of 4.000.000 as

compared witn tne corresponan s

months of 1921. The officials ar«|silent upon the question of the polio f
of increasing the fare to 10 cent.-*

instead of 8, or six rides for 40 cents
It is feared that they might have n

serious attack of lockjaw if anybody
I should ask their views as to tn.

policy of increasing revenue by rejducing the fare, as the telcphoi
j company has undertaken to do
® The experts are trying to cxpla. f
the loss of 4.000.000 fares in nine

'months by pointing to' the introdu*
tion of busses in competition, but
no bus is permitted to run on tlw
same route as a street car. T!,«
busses are fulfilling the function
which President Harding assigned to
mnifir trunk* in relation to ra l'
roads.they aie mainly acting a- /

feeders to ih<- street cars The onl>
other plausible explanation is the
perfecting of airplanes and the
squandering of their wages by otfic*
clerks in eight-cylinder limousines
to save the extortionate fares of only
six rides for 40 cents. Why not try a '

rat«- that would look like «0 cents"
*

* * *

Beginning January 17. there is to o.

a whole week devoted to thrift. Duringthat week we shall hear Hamlet
talking to Horatio, and "Poor Kichard"will be popular enough to b»Icome a best seller in competition
with "Main Street." Much will b>>

f

told us of compound interest, budgets
and systematic deposits in savings
accounts. Somebody will advise dcipositing a penny the first week and

doubling the amount each week, so

that when one is old he can own th«
earth.for he might. But think of

'all th'3 fun he would miss in the
meair "fcile.

ni*Anaan Ti*avol
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lame to Congress
Senator Krye went homo that sum
tner he seemed to feel remorse becausehis first hasty refusal to contributehad caused Wallace White t««

give up Ins journey abroad. 'He
squared himself with me." Kepre
sentative White interjected. "I>y of
feritig to bring: me to Washington as

his secretary the following: fall.
"Instead of traveling: in Europe I

devoted that summer to an intensive
study of shorthand and typewriting ,

and I came here to Washington as

his secretary when Congress convenedthe following December "

Wallace White had an unusual experienceduring his secretarial work
Hp ramp h*rf» first :ik umcUtant rlprk

J to the committee on commerce, of
which his grandfather was chairman
'Then Vice President Hobart died in
i olfice, and Senator Frye as president '

pro tempore of the Senate occupied
(the Vice President's room and White
went with him and served as secretaryto the President of the Senat*-.
He stayed in the Vice President «

j room until Theodore Roosevelt took
ofiice as Vice President, in March.
1901. Then again, upon the death of
President McKinley and Mr. Roes*-- #

velt's succession to the presidency.
Senator Frye occupied the Vict- President'sroom and Wallace White was

again secretary to the President
of the Senate. This position gave
him the privileges of the floor of the

(
Senate during executive session.a
privP^ge extended to but few clerV-»
White stayed with his grandfather

as secretary until April, 1903. * mm

he returned to his home and begun
the practice of law, to which he ga>e
.himself until elected to Congress n

1916. t
"I suppose I got the poison of poi»

tics into my ayetem through thai
secretarial experience." Represent*
tive White comments. But really it

was just that secretarial work which
best fitted him for the work he is

doing: in Congress today. For. unlikemost members. Represent* ti\e
White is not attracted to the shot*
work on the floor of the House. But
he makes this confession: "I do en- '

joy the work which comes to a member'sdesk and which keeps him in
personal touch with his constituents
I find pleasure in t£e detailed work
and study given to legislation in the
committee roora.ffrork that la mot

apMtasuUr, butftlgfeUr lapocUBL-*


